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Subject: Resume of Meetings, 11 April 
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1* A low-level contact was made on 11 April by Vietnamese in 
Binh-Xuyen uniform, in a B-X jeep, with Major Cone in. He was 
taken to a house in Cholon which appeared to be a meeting house 
from the number of chairs in the roams. There he was told that the 
Binh Xuyen were ready to make peace, if the Americans would agree 
to keeping Diem but changing the entire government. Major Cone in 
replied that he was not a politician, but would pass the message: 
to Americans, who may or may not pay attention to it. The Vietnamese 
refused to give their names. They said they would contact him again 
on 12 April. Major Cousin*s instructions are to listen only, 

2. In the evening, I had a drink^with Colonel Leroy former head 
of the HMDC (Catholic militia). From the tenor of his remarks, and 
the glances of his personnel in the background, I suspect that the 
conversation was recorded in the next room. He said that Ambassador 
Collins was stupid for making public statements backing Diem, we 
Americans were stupid for backing a Caesar like Diem, that even 
though he was a Catholic he had to admit that Diem and Spellman had 
done great harm for the Catholics who were now despised, that the 
Binh Xuyen were patriots and second only to the Hoa Hao as enemies 
of the Vietminh, that the Binh Xuyen and Ba Cut had no contacts with 
the Vietminh, and finally that we Americans should get snart and 
bade a man who looked like he was supported by the other side so that 
nobody could say he was a puppet (presumably Tran Van Sms) or Buu Hoi), 
I admitted that we Americans had a lot to learn, which was the reason 
I listened to a Vietnamese like him whom I presumed was telling me the 
truth, I pointed out that both Ely and Collins were in agreement , 
backed by their governments, in supporting Diem. He s a id that Ely was 
put in as the trailer to the American truck by Mendes-France. I left, 
French Officers were parked in vehicles in the vi cinit y of Leroy* s 
house, presumably to add a touch of hunor to the situation, 

3o General Phuong and General The met me later in the evening. 
General The promised to spend 12 April, or longer, talking to Pope Tac 
in obtaining firmer support of Diem, Phuong said there were reports 
that a French captain had delivered two "tanks" to the Binh Xuyen the 
previous day. I pointed out that unconfirmed rtmors were not helpful, 
ashed if he could name names, times, and places. He sa id he could, 
given a little time, 

4. President Diem asked me to see him that night. He asked me when 
the Collins-Ely time for the truce was up. I said I believed it was 
12 April, not the night of 11 April. I pointed out that the Bao Dai 
truce had some days to run. Diem said he was ready to establish a 
Surete headquarters elsewhere than at rte Catinat. / 
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